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UM OFFERS NEW PUBLIC HEALTH MASTER’S DEGREE 
MISSOULA -
John Felton of Billings has a University of Montana classroom hidden away in his 
basement.
His basement computer, to be exact.
Felton is a 48-year-old administrator with the Yellowstone City-County Health 
Department. After busy days at work, his evenings are occupied with his wife, Robin, and son, 
Drew, a high school student. (Their daughter, Kiley, is away at college.)
If Robin lets him slip away and Drew doesn’t need the computer for homework, Felton 
heads downstairs, cracks open a diet soda and continues work on his master’s degree in public 
health.
“It’s nights and weekends -- usually about 15 hours a week,” he said. “For someone 
who works, with kids and everything, it’s a great way to get a degree.”
UM’s new School of Public and Community Health Sciences started offering a 
professional master’s degree in public health last year. It’s a distance-learning program, so
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nearly all course work can be done online. And since it’s on the World Wide Web, the 
program is available to everyone from Billings to Bangladesh.
“You have to be self-disciplined,” Felton admits, “but I’ve found the faculty do a great 
job developing syllabi and assignments in advance, so you can factor them into your life, work 
at your own pace and keep things flexible.”
The new program is chaired by Professor Craig Molgaard, who was previously the 
chair of the Department of Preventive Medicine and Public Health at the University of Kansas. 
He said a master’s in public health has historically been and continues to be a marketable 
degree, and UM now has one of the few MPH programs in the Pacific Northwest. UM also 
offers a Certificate in Public Health for professionals who want to increase their public health 
knowledge but can’t invest the time for the full master’s program.
What do you do with an MPH? Molgaard said the degree is applicable to fields ranging 
from public health administration to biotechnology to epidemiology to health promotion. Many 
people pair it with another degree such as nursing, medicine or a business master’s to help 
advance their careers.
Molgaard said 16 people now are enrolled in the program, which is part of UM’s 
College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences, and an additional seven were recently 
admitted. Most students are from Montana, with two from Indiana and one from Colorado.
“We hope to eventually offer courses on an international basis,” Molgaard said.
Depending on electives students choose, MPH tuition will run about $12,000 to 
$15,000 for residents and $20,000 to $25,000 for nonresidents.
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Molgaard, program coordinator Senna Towner and three faculty members -  Amanda 
Golbeck, Kari Harris and Curtis Noonan -  serve as the steering committee for the graduate 
program. Additional teaching faculty are drawn from the larger UM academic community. In 
all, the interdisciplinary program consists of 23 faculty from across campus.
Molgaard said UM ’s program was designed with a rural emphasis that makes it 
somewhat unique from other MPH programs. All classes study some aspect of rural health 
care, and one course is even titled Rural Health in a Global Context.
“Since we come from a rural state, this is an area we really want to focus on,” he said. 
“It’s an area that is lacking, and some of our faculty focus their research on rural public 
health.”
Molgaard describes the initial students as bright, early adapters “who have really 
helped stabilize the program. They are so enthusiastic -  many are professionals, so they teach 
us something new every day -- and I would say 100 percent are humanitarians who want to 
help people.”
More information about the program is online at http://www.health.umt.edu/pubhealth.
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